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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


_ Tue Recency. During the debate, 
in the House of Lords, which took place 
on Friday last, the 24th instant, there was 
something very curious transpired, relating 
o the state of the King, at former times, when 
he was exercising the functions of royalty —— 
This is the point towards which the peo- 
ble’s attention ought now to be steadily 
Girected. The subject of Limitations has 
been amply discussed. But, that of the 
Tesumption of the kingly powers by the King is 
of still greater importance ; and it should 
"Mow be considered well; for, very much 
Pandeed will depend upon the provisions 
Made as to this resumption. Before 
i enter upon the reir that are sug- 
gested by the debate of Friday, I nmst 
Notice a very curious passage in the 
CovuriER news-paper of that day, mani- 
festly intended to have an effect upon the 
discussion then coming on in the Peers’ 
House. The Courier, it should be ab- 
served, is now become the only steady 
organ of the hypocritical enemies upon the 
Prince, those vile men, who under the 
garb of affected attachment to the King, 
are calumniating and insulting his son, by 
| Means of the basest insinuations. ‘The 
| Morninc Post has long been faultering 
Land vacillating. It varies in its toné with 
the variation in the Windsor Bulletins ; 
and, one can see, that it is prepared to go 
over, the moment that it sees the Prince 
safely in possession of power, and other 
‘persons than the present in office, “It 
‘discovered strong symptoms of ratting in a 
few days after it told us, that the King 
had a slight cold, and was attended by three 
iysicians ; and, when Dr, Wiitis was sent 
for, and came accompanied with’ two gen- 
tlemen, in a inking and four, it actually 
be to discover, that there was a great 
difference between such respectable men as 
Lords Grenville and Grey, and Sir Francis 
poet me Horne ony When ‘the 
Bulletins began to talk of quiet nights and 
‘inprowenent, the Morning Post began 
talk of the virtues of the King, and the fide- 
lity of Lord Eldon’ and Mr.’ Perceval ; 
and when the ‘Terrace tale came out, it 80 
* far re-ratted as to resume itwold talk about 


) 





«the Talenis.’——Now, it seems not to 
know what to do. It keeps a sort of mid- 
d'e tone. It is evidently waiting, as rats 
may well do, to seé “ which way the cat 
jumps.” It leans to and from the minis- 
try and the opposition by’ turns. It is 
pycoay in that state'which the country 
people describe by the phrase: “ between 
hawk and buzzard; “and in this ver 
state are its readers of “ the fashionable 
world.” ——The Courrier is steady to its 
oint. It has taken its ground, and there 
it must stand as long as it can. It has all 
the old blood-sucking Anti-Jacobin crew 
at its back, whose gall must be fed, and 
this the Courier knows, and hopes to bé 
without a rival in supplying’ the food; 
to possess a sort of monopoly of the 
trade. Its supporters are decided; but, 
it is only because hesitation and indeci- 
sion would, with them,’ be of no ‘avuil, 
Their pretence, meet them where you wiil, 
is, attachment to the King; but, if you could 
look into their hearts, you would there 
find hatred of those who are opposed to 
their base and selfish views. ‘This race 
risk nothing. They are quite sure, that 
tacking ‘about: would do them ‘no gooil. 
It would be wseless for them to rat, and, 
therefore, they Will not attempt it; bat 
will take the chance of opportunities to 
annoy those whom they bate; and té glut 
their revenge upon all thosé, be they wlio 
they may, that have contributed towarils 
an exposure of them, and have thus done 
their best to blast their corrupt views. 
——Of this detestable race the Courter 
is the Organ, ot, rather, the’ Purveyor. 
They despise the Coukien; each man of 
them looks upon it as a vehicle of the 
most execrable hypocrisy ; but, it keepis 
them in countenance; ‘they are gratified 
to see in print what even they would be 
ashamed to utter:” and, when they’ hatid 
the paper about, they doit with views 
like those of murdefers;‘when they drip 
a into their “‘heighbour’s mess ——~ 
uch is the Counter, and, if the reader 
wants proof of it, he shall have it in the 
article above spoken of. ———The article is 
entitled “ Detikoninc or ‘THE Kine;”’ 
and, after “having insinuated’ in ratlier 
ea sen this is the object ‘ef 
; ; in i639 57: * 
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the New Men (by whom he must mean 
the men whom the Prince shall choose for 
his ministers), he proceeds thus, “ Sir 
« Francis Burdett leaves no doubt with 
“respect to his opinion upon the subject. 
« The Morning Chronicle reports him to 
“have said “that to have a person at 
 « the head of affairs, who had long been 
« « incapable of signing his name to a docu- 
« « ment, without some one to guide his hand ; 
“a person long incapable of receiving 
« « petitions, of even holding a levee, or 
« «« discharging the most ordinary functions 
« + of his office, and now afflicted with this 
 « mental malady—was a most mischievous 
¢ « example to the people of this country, 
« «while it had a tendency to expose the 
« « Government to the contempt of foreign 
“* « powers.” This at least is candid; 
“ there is no hesitation, no mincing mat- 
“ters here. We have it avowed, that the 
«“ King ought to be set aside. The new 
‘men, therefore, thinking that he never 
“« can be fit to reign again, must be ex- 
“ pected to act upon that opinion—and 
“we are justified in believing, that they 
“ would never let him exercise the royal 
“functions again. Of this it is necessary 
“the people should be warned, they must 
“not be misled by the pretended eager- 
“ness of the new men to afford every 
“ facility to the. King to resume his avu- 
“thority. They tell us he is unfit to 
“resume it, and if they accede to power, 
“ they will never let him tesume tt. And one 
*‘of the means which they will use, will 
“ be irritating and goading the royal mind. 
“This is very candidly avowed in an 
“article, in which they remind us of a 
“ oase in Chancery some years ago. “ It 
““« may be useful to know,” says the 
« Morning Chronicle of to-day, “ that the 
** «* game Lord.Chancellor Eldon, when ap- 
“ « plied to, to supersede a Commission of 
«« Lunacy some years ago, declared that 
« « he should use extreme caution in comply- 
““ ing with the prayer of the petition; for 
«« he well remembered a case where a 
“ « Junatic had been brought into Court, 
“« whose case did not seem to warrant 
“the continuance of the Commission ; 
« « that the lunatic was rational, conversed 
e . well on Leony ede —— was pro- 
eet , appeare rfectly capa- 
o ae. Breet the a of his ea 
« «affairs; the Commission was about to 
«<« be ordered. to be superseded, when, at 
“«<the moment the Committee of the 
“« lunatic desired that he might be asked 


“a certain question, (Catholic Emanci- 
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« « pation for instance), which: was po 
« « sooner done, than ample grounds were 
« «evinced for the continuance of the 
« « restraint.”’——— Here is the secret of 
« their policy disclosed at once. How open, 
“how simple the confession! Let the 
“King pray to be put in possession of 
“the regal functions, and they will im. 
“ mediately use “ their extreme caution,” 
« Let the King shew symptoms of recove- 
“ry; let them see him making advances 
“to a perfect re-establishment; they 
“ have arecipe that shall throw him back; 
“ press him upon the subject of Catholic 
« Emancipation, which may agitate and 
«hurry Bhim, and they have said before 
«that a man subject te hurries is not 
«« fitto wield the Executive Power.” 
‘« Grievous indeed would it be to the whole 
“ country to see the King thrown aside; he 
‘¢ has “ borne his faculties so meekly,” been 
« «sq clear in his great office.” But k 
« has the guilt of age upon him; he has the 
« guilt of want of sight. Throw him into « 
‘“« corner; tell him this is the lot reserved for 
‘©a King who has reigned 30 long; wrench 
« the Sceptre from: his hand, pluck the Crown 
‘* from his head, and bind «# with thorns. 
“ These are the doctrines that are now incul- 
« cated, and no doubt will be acted upon 
“by the new mem They have passe 
** sentence of dethronement, and we must ¢t- 
« pect it to be carried into execution.” — 
What a disgrace it is to the English na- 
tion, that its character should be such as 
to embolden any one to put forth such 
hypocritical cant! What a shame it is for 
us, that any one, living amongst us, and 
pretty well able to ascertain the nature of 
the public mind, should think it his 1- 
terest (for that is his guide) to publish 
a passage like this! What a disgrace 0 
our national understanding, what a proof of 
gross national cullibility, and, indeed, 
what a symptom of degeneracy and base- 
ness of spirit, that any man, after long ex- 
perience at the press, should.not only think 
it safe, but sheuld deem it his interest, & 
address the public in this manner ; to pu 


forward in their teeth sentiments and 2 — 


sertions like these! It is true, that all mea 
of sense will see them in their ate 
light; but, the publisher of them know# 
well, that there are enough who will not; 
and, upon the supposition that there ar¢ 
only one thousand persons out of fifteen 


lions, capable of being thus i upon, 
the fact is Nhiy dngracel the 
country.—Let us examine, now, the 


t 
close, particularly, of this.gull-eatching 
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icle; and see how it squares with truth; 
Jet us see how it will stand that test.—— 
‘As to the King’s having “ borne his fa- 
* culties meekly ;”’ as to his having been 
‘so clear in his great office ;’’ these are 
points that I shall not attempt to discuss ; 
but, whether true or not, it is, for several 
reasons, base in the extreme, in such a 
‘case, to make use of the assertion; first, 
because if any one dissented from it, the 
‘writer well knows that no one would dare 
‘to express that dissent, especially accom- 
panied with the proofs, if any existed, of 
' the falshood of the assertion. This is al- 
)ways the case, when praises are bestowed 
upon those whom no man dares attack. 
: if, for instance, any one were to publish 
assertions of the wisdom and honesty and 
Psincerity of Mr. Perceval and his col- 
leagues Lords Liverpool and Eldon. The 


aeescrtion, whether true or false, would not, 


+i warrant you, be controverted in print ; 


| that there is no man now in England, who 


/ would say, “ that is not true ;”’ 


much less 
» would he think of producing any proofs in 
P support of his denial.——It is, therefore, 

always very base to introduce, in support 
of an argument, praises of the King, or, 
‘under the present state of the press, praises 
of any man in power ; for, if it be a libel 
to pain a man’s feelings, it is pretty evident, 

that if you assert, that the praise has been 


| unjustly bestowed, you must necessarily 
» pain the feelings of the praised party, and 
+ this you must do in a double degree, if you 
| 4 produce proofs of the falshood of the praise. 
_ To bestow praises upon men, whom no- 
* body must attack, is, therefore, at all 


e 


times very suspicious, at best, and when 


_ made use of in an argument, excessively 


base. 
gay, if a French writer were to publish in 


What would this same venal writer 


France: “ Napoleon is @ most excellently 
“ good man ;” and, therefore, the people 
- “ ought to do so and so for him?”? What 
would this venal man say thereon? Would 
he not say, that the assertion was very 
base, seeing that no one would dare to 
contradict it? “ Napoleon is a'good so- 
“ vereign; let any one at of he can.” 
What would he say of a of this 
sort’ There needs.nothing more to shew 
how base it is in any one to deal forth 
praises of those, whom it js well known no 
one dares attack ; to put forth, in support 


of an argument, facts which no one dares* 


Controvert, and especially if he the 
facts to be false. The fact of the King’s 
having «borne his faculties , and 
' “his having been so clear in his great 
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« office,’ Ishall, as I said before, not 

attempt to discuss, being quite willing to 

leave them to the judgment of the reader; 

but, I cannot refrain from remarking how 

these pretended King’s friends arehere, in- 

directly, again throwing all the responszbility 

upon the Prince’s ‘ poor Father,”’ as this 

same writer Calls him, in his paper of Sa- 

turday last, in an article, which, for hy- 

pocritical malice, exceeds even that, upon 

which I am now commenting. There is 
no one that talks about any thing that ¢he 
King has done wrong ; we hold that he can 
do no wrong. Aye, but this does not suit 
the venal. It suits them much better to 
hoist him up and thrust him forward, upon 
all occasions between the ministry and the 
people. “Here,” say they, “ here is your 
“ mark: do not bleme the ministers: cast 
“ your stone here, if you nave any fault 
“to find.’ This. has been their constant 
practice. Never was there such a series 
of hypocritical tricks played off upon a 
people! But, after all, what have the 
King’s virtues to do with the great question 
now before the people? What have these 
virtues to do with the question, which this 
man has agitated, namely, whether | the 
King ought, without great caution, to be 
called upon to resume the rega! state und func- 
tions? What have the King’s meckness and 
uprightness and singleness of heart to do with 
this question? It is not of meckness and 
uprightness and singleness of heart that he 
has been declared incapable; it is of exer- 
cising the functions of royalty; it is of 
executing the ordinary duties of his office ; 
it is of understanding any thing; it is in 
this respect that he has been declared to 
be in a state of incapacity; in short, that 
he is in a state of mental derangement, to 
which is added the circumstance of corpo- 
real blindness.——Suppose, in bar of an 
application to the Chancellor to issue a 
commission, or whatever else it is, of dunacy 
against any one, it was pleaded, that he 
had been a very good and mild master 
and a very honest man during the last fifty 
years. Would the Chancellor hear such 
an argument? Nay, could any advocate 
be found-to make use of it? Would n@ 
any man of reputation be ashamed to urge’ 
it? Yes, and upon the whole earth, there 
is.not another people to be found to whom 
such an argument would be addressed. 
This venal mat, however, knows, that, in 
this nation, he shall find gulls to swallow 
his bait; especially.in these. dark days, 
when lowness of spirits amongst so many 
mae weak and the aged create a sort of 

2 
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selfish sympathy in the case of the King. — 
The words, used as the title of the article: 
« DeTuRoninc oF tHE Kine,” taken in 
connection with the quotation from Saake- 
SPEARE, convey a most malignant mean- 
ing: Macseru, when he is about to 
murder king Duncan, reasons with himself, 
and, during the soliloquy, he says, that 
Duncan, “ has borne his faculties so meek- 
* ly, has been so clear in his great office, 
“that ‘his virtues, like angels trumpet- 
“tongued, will cry out against the deep 
** damnation of his taking off.”’ These are 
the words, as nearly as I can recollect 
them. Why did not the venal man go on 
with the quotation ? Why did he not quote 
the latter part of the sentence as well as 
the former, and leave the whole, as he has 
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where the weight of affairs is great and 


where the business actually to he per. 
formed is of a laborious ‘ature and such 
as may well demand the most vigorous fa. 
culties of all sorts; but when, in such a sity. 


ation, in a person having so momentous an 


office to discharge ; to these two, whentoold 
age and blindness, in such ® person, meniq/ 
derangement is added, isitnotvery impudent 
indeed to reproach any part of the people 
with want of feeling or of loyalty, because 
they express their wishes, thatgreat caution 
should be used in the resumption of such 
an office by such a person, even leavin 

compassion towards himself out of the 
question, and most assuredly that alone is 
quite sufficient to call for extreme caution 
in this respect? « Throw him into a cor. 


‘oner, and tell him that is the loé reserved 
« for a king who has reigned so long.” — 


done a part, to be applied to the King’s 
son, who is’to succeed him inthe Royal 
Authority, as Macbeth did Duncan? But, | These are words, like the context, put into 
though he took not the words, the context | the mouths of those, who have contended 
is in every man’s mind, and the inference ee restrictions upon the Prince, and 


is fullas clear as those inferences upon'| who wish for great caution to be used in 
which many a man has been convicted of 
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‘libe!].——Let us now take the closing gull- 
catching parts of this article, and expose 
the falshood, the fraud, the imposture of 
them.—* But,he hasthe guilt of age upon 
“him; «guilt of want of sight. Throw 
“ him into a corner; and tell him that is 
“the lot reserved for a King who has 
“ reigned so long; wrench tlie sceptre from 
“ his hand, pluck the crown from his head, 
“bind it with ¢horns. These are.the doc- 
*“ trines that are now inculcated ; they have 
“ passed sentence of dethronement, ‘and we 
** must expect it to be carried into execu- 
‘ tion.”’—-—-No, impostor, there is nobod 
that talks of the guilt of age and of blind- 
ness. It is not a crime to be aged and 
blind. Nobody says that it isa crime. 
Nobody ever has said so. Every one ex- 
presses regret that the King, or that an 
other human being, should be afflicted 
with blindness. But, old age is old age, 
and blindness is blindness, in a king as 
well as in other men, and when blindness 
3s unhappily added to old age, and to both 
are added mental d. » 18 it unrea- 
sonable that people, whose happiness or 
misery must, in a great degree, depend 
~ upon their government, should >be solici- 
tous, that great caution should be used in 
eam we of the royal authority by 
a, person thus afflicted ; and is it not quite 
right, that members of parliament as well 


as public writers should express their opi-. 


mions upon the subject? Old age and 
btimdness combined are very serious things 


of: any of us. 





the resumption of the royal authority by 
the King. But this, like the context, is 
basely and impudently false. We do not 
say, “ throw him into a corner.” We say, 
take the best of care of him; cherish him; 
give him all the means you possibly can 
invent to divert his mind from distressing 
and embarrassing objects. . He ts, unhap- 
pily, ina corner; and we wish to see him 
out of it, if his state will permit it. We 
wish to see him ‘have a succession of amus- 
ing and pleasing ideas presented to his 
mind ; to see him cheered, if possible,. by 
change of place, by agreeable variety, 0 
live in the best air, to have, in short,every — 
thing that the art of man can devise 10 

console and comfort him; and all this we 
have said over and overagain. To repre 
sent us, therefore, as wishing to throw him 
in a corner is a falsehood, invented by by- 
pocrisy for the basest of purposes.——No: 
we do not say that it is “ the dot reserved for 
“a king who has reigned solong.” We have 
had nothing to do with the lot; we have had 
no ‘hand in making the King either, old or 
blind or mentally deranged. The Jot has 
fallen upon him. The first is the /ot of 
every man, and is generally esteemed @ 
very fortunate lot; the second is nothing 
very rare, it is by no means an unfrequen 
pry ecclye of old age ; and»the thi , and 
all three, are the work of nature, and pot 
‘We have .not reserved the 
lot. We did not even diseover that mature 
had thus afflicted the King. twas his own 
servants that i fact to us 
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© the kingly office. They made an offer of 
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his physicians confirmed it upon their oaths. 
‘Wiat, then, have we had todo with reserv- 
ling the lot? And, as to the King’s having 
reigned, so. long,” there is neither merit 
nor demerit in that, either in him or his 
ple. If George the Second had reigned 

ger than he did, George the Third 
would not have reigned so long as he has. 
This, therefore, is a poor, miserable device 


to extort sighs from the weak-nerved va- } 


letudinarian, and must be quite thrown 
‘away, upon any person who is in posses- 


P sion of a sound mind, It is like those tricks 


that we read of oy which cunning priests, 
/of all religions, contrive to rob a man’s 
“heirs. ——** Wrench the sceptre from his 
* hand, pluck the crown from his head 
'“ and bind it with thorns.’”’—-——This again 
‘is false. We do not say any such thing. 
' Nobody went to the ministers to ask for 


> it. They told us, that the King was inca- 


ia 


— of executing the duties of his office. 
“What did they do this for, if this venal 
»man was afterwards to say, that we, the 
“people, wished to wrench the sceptre from 
his hand? If any body wrenched it, it was 
his own servants. But, nobody didit. It 
fell from his hand. He was incapable of 
' halding it any longer, and then it was of- 
Jered to his son, in a way that his son did 
not, indeed, approve of; but, still it was 
offered without being asked for.——And 
_ the same of the Crown. The King could 


* not wear it. Nobody asked for it, much 
_ less plucked it from the King’shead. And 
| nobody says, “ bind it with thorns ;’’ but 
| put safely by for the Prince. Do not dis- 


_ figure.it; do not wiar it; do not divide it ; 
do not chip it away ; take nothing from it, 
either of the solid or ornamental, This 
is what we say ; this is what the people say. 
They say, in the words of the Prince, this 

_ crown exists for our benefit; therefore, do 
not lay the foundation for its total destruc- 
tion, by dividing and hammering it about 
and new-shaping it ; for, if you do, it will 
be no longer the sdme thing. No, no ! 
We do not say “bind it withé ” The 

- assertion is impudently false; it is a bare- 
faced trick to gull the weak and the fool- 
ish, We say, let itbeas it was. Let us 
have no thorns, either for King or Regent. 
We want to see all the powers and prero- 
gatives accompany the office of King. If 

| ~ will, indeed, propose to us a me 

mn petuity these rs 
and ogatives, pe welll nlp, cheery 
‘tat ro though, if the be 
y and fairly represented in their House 
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of Parliament, we do not think that any 
diminution of the Royal, powers and pre- 
rogatives is at.all necessary. If, however, 


| you make such a propusition we will dis- 


cuss it with you; but, we deny, that you 
have proposed any diminution. All the 
pcwers, all the prerogatives, all the pas 
tronage, all the expences of Civil List and 
Privy Purse are still to exist ; but.a very 
considerable part of them are to be sepa- 
rated from the kingly office, to which office 
they were attached for the people’s benefit. 
_A part are to be possessed by the Prince 
Regent ; a part by the Queen and a Coun- 
cil; and another part are to be kept zn re- 
serve to be used by the King, who, if he 
shall be again declared to have recovered 
from his mental derangement, will have 
to possess them in retrospect. Thus. af 
the assertions of this venal man are false. 
They are falshoods, contrived by some 
arch-hypocrite ior the purposes of delusion ; 
for the fraudulent purpose of enlisting 
compassion and arraying it against the 
Prince, kidnapping the feelings of the 
weak and the igxorant and making them 
subservient to the purposes of infcrested hy- 
pocrisy.—-—-These expressions of ‘ his poor 
“‘ Father ;’’ the poorold King ;’’ the “ poor 
“‘ dear King;’’ all these expressions, all the 
reverential cant, all the professions of: per- 
sonal attachment, all the hiccupping and 
the blubbering that we hear from these 
venal men, can be ascribed to base self-in- 
terest and to nothing else. One of the 
great characteristics of the thoroygh-bred 
harlot, is, that she has always a flood of 
tears at command. It is generally her last 
resource. When all her other tricks, when 
disguise, when wheedling and coaxing, 
blustering and threatening, shuffling and 
lying (Oh! how she’ll LLE!); when all 
have failed, out comes her handkerchief 
and her flood of tears ; and at the moment 
that they pour down her cheeks, a glance 
through the flood ascertains the relenting 
disposition of her cull, and, then, even 
then, she coally plans fresh dilapidations 
upon his purse. Crocodiles, those most 
voracious Robbers both by land and water, 
when they want to inveigle their prey 
within reach of their insatiable, jaws, set 
up a most lamentable cry, which to the 
dogs, more sagacious than other animals, 
is always a signal to keep at adistanee. Eng~ 
lishmen, avoid the example of the.cull, and 
follow that of the dogs of the Nile.. Shun 
- these canting and hiceupping and blubber» 
ing men; read all | verbose columns 
with 3 suspicious eye; and when they 
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sigh out, “ poor dear King,” be assured 


that they have their eye upon your purse. | 


——Having now, and I should hope ef- 
fectually, exposed these consummate hy- 
pocrites, who calumniate the Prince by the 
means of canting and crying, we will now 
return to the subject, of which, at the out- 
set of this article, I proposed to treat, 
namely, the circumstances under which, 
at certain times passed, the King had erer- 
cised the Royal Authority, and sce what was 
said thereon by Lorp Grey and the Loup 
CHANCELLOR, in the Debate of Friday last, 
the 25thinstant. I shall not, indeed, have 
much tosay uponit myself. The speeches 
contain in themselves quite enough to 
suggest observations and conclusions to 
the reader. I take the extract from the 
Times news-paper, just as | find it there. 

Lorv Grey said: “ With respect 
‘to that part of the Bill, which pro- 
«* vided for the resumption of the Royal Au- 
“‘ thority upon his Majesty’s recovery, he 
« would say that no one, not even any of 
«‘the Noble Lords on the other side of 
“the House, would more sincerely re- 
« joice at the arrival of that period: but 
“ before he could approve of that resump- 
“* tion, he must be convinced, that the re- 
*‘ covery was full and perfect; he must 
“ have other authority for that important 
“‘ fact than the mere putting of the Great 
“ Seal to a commission in his Majesty’s name. 
“ He could not receive such a document as 
“a decisive proof of his Majesty’s re- 
“‘ covery, when he considered what had 
«* taken place on twd former occasions, when it 
** was notorious the Great Seal had been em- 
« ployed, as if by his Majesty's command, at 
** @ time that he was under the care of a phy- 
“* sician jor a malady similar to that by which 
“he was now afiicied. The Noble and 
“ Learned Lord must excuse him when he 
« said, he must have better authority than 
“his declaration: for his Majesty’s re- 
“covery. That important fact required 
** to be substantiated in the most solemn 
“manner; aud nothing short of an exa- 
** mination of the physicians by their lord. 
*« ships could afford that proof of it which 
“ would: satisfy his mind.’———This was 
coming to the point. It was, as far as I re- 
collect, what nobody had said before; 
and it was, too, said in the presence of 
the Loup CuanceLttor.——Here, then, we 
have a statement from Loan Garry, that, 
upon two former occasions, when it was 
notorious THE GREAT SEAL HAD 
BEEN EMPLOYED, AS IF BY HIS 


MAJESTY’S COMMAND, AT THAT. 
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TIME HE WAS UNDER THE Cakr 
OF A PHYSICIAN FOR A MALADy 
SIMILAR ‘tO THAT BY WHICH HE 
WAS NOW AFFLICTED. Now, then, 
what said the Lord Chancellor in AN. 
SWER to this? Here it is. I beg the 
reader not to miss a word of it.——* The 
« Lord Chancellor, rising under extreme 
“agitation, said, That the Committee 
« would excuse him for troubling them at 
« that period of the debate; but he could 
“not suffer the observations with which 
«the Noble Earl concluded his speech to 
“ pass without taking the earliest oppor- 
“ tunity of replying to them. In answer 
“© to what had fallen from the Noble Earl, 
“he would now repeat what he had said 
“ upon another consideration of the subject 
“ before them ; that he not only would not 
“ decline, but that he challenged the strict- 
“ est enquiry into tis conduct. The noble 
“ Earl might well have spared the observa- 
‘¢ tions that had fallen from him: but since 
“ he chose to allude to acts which he (Lord 
« Eldon) had done in a conscientious dis- 
“ charge of hisduty, he would tell that noble 
“« Lord, that he would rather have perished 
“ on a scaffold, than have withheld himself 
“ from any act of public duty he had per- 
“ formed. In what he had done upon the 
“ occasion alluded to,-he acted under the 
“solemnity of an oath, which prescribed 
“ that he was to act conscientiously, and 
“to the best of his judgment. He felt 
“ himself superior to the uncalled-for im- 
“ putation of the neble Lord. Until his 
“ country told him he had done wrong, he 
“ should feel satisfied with himself. for his 
“ conduct on that occasion. . No man had 
“a right to charge him with criminality. 
“He had Jong served a gracious master 
“most faithfully ; he had done so in con- 
“« junction with some nobl2 Lords over the 
“way, at the most critical moment that 
“this country ever experienced. It was 
“at a time when some of those noble 
“ Lords were supporting him in the mea- 
“sures which he thought necessary for 
“ putting down those societies which 
‘“‘ aimed at the subversion of the Govern- 
“ment; and which measures other noble 
“ Lords, who were now sitting side. by 
“side with them, were obstructing by 
“every means in their power, and ridi- 
“ culing under the name of the “ gagging 
“6 « bills.” Strong as those measures were, 
“ they could not have effectually coun- 
“ teracted the pernicious and unconstitu- 
“tional proceedings of those clubs and 
“ societies=-from his conscience he be 
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« lieved that nothing could have saved the 
% country at that momentous period, but 
* the almost universal love and reverence 
* of the people for the individual who 
* filled the Throne. With respect to the 
* transactions of 1302 and 1804, he would 
* again say, that he challenged the strict. 
*¢ est enquiry into them. The opinions of 
* physicians, though entitled to great at- 
«tention, were not to absolutely bind 
«him. He was bound to act upon his 
'« oath, and to the best of his judgment. 
« He had always done so, and he was 
«ready to abide the consequences. There 
““ were no terrors for him in any enquiry 
| that might be instituted into his official 
“conduct. Impavidun feriunt. As to the 
«« daily scandal that was poured out against 
'« him, and which connected him with 
_“ measures in which he had no concern, 


. * he would not condescend to reply to it. 
/) «He would not ask the noble Earl to 
> “trust him. He would discharge his duty 

| “ to his Sovereign conscientiously ; and sa- 

|“ tisfied that he had done so, he should 


| feel indifferent as to what might be said 


» “of him. It had been put to him, whether 
_ “ he would supersede a commission of iu- 


“« nacy against the opinion of physicians. 


_ “ He had often done so, and perhaps ‘he 
_ “might have been wrong in so doing ; 
© but ke had acted upon his conscience, 


«¢ as he should always do in such cases.” 


/ ——I do not know what “ Impavidum 
| feriunt,’’ mean; but, I suppose, that the 


ANSWER to Lord Grey was contained in 


wa those words; for as to the history of the 


«* gaging bills,” it is not easy to see what 
that had to do with the matter, though a 
subject of very great importance, and one 


that I, for my part, like to see revived ; 


and I feel grateful to the Lord Chancellor 
for reviving it at this time. But, it is 
certainly difficult to see how it was con- 
nected with what passed in 1804 respect- 
ing the putting of the Great Scal to things 
at that time ——Just as I arrived at the 
close of the last sentence, the news- 
‘papers, containing the report of the last 
night (Monday, 2sth January) was put 
into my bands. Here, I see, the subject 
was revived; the charge of Lord Grey 
was first noticed by the Lonp CuanceLion. 
Lord Grey replied, and so far from retract- 
ing any thing, went into a detail of what 
was done in !804,—.—Now came forth 
Lords Sipmowtp and Liverroot, who 


said oer were equally responsible with the 


Lord Chancellor for what was done. in 


1804.——The Lord CHANCELLOR replied 


; 





to Lory Gas¥; and Lord Grey rejoined ; 
and, at last, Lidrd Kine grounded a motian 
for excluding the Lord Chancellor from 
the QuasN’$ Councit upon the facts re- 
lating to hié conduct in 1804.——Here is 
some very Curious and interesting matter ; 
and though it may be supposed to be 
widely circulated in the news- papers, yet, 
the extreme importance of it induces me 
to insert these speeches here, as far as they 
relate to this subject, which it is quite im- 
possible should rest where it is.——This 
atlair of 1804 is all quite new to the people. 
Not a word of it did they know, or dream 
of.——I begin with the Lord Chancellor’s 
speech, which, as the reader will bear in 
mind, grew out of what passed on Friday, 
and which we have seen above. 

The Lory CHANCELLOR said, that’he un- 
derstood the noble Earl (Grey) to have 
accused him of having performed certain 
acts, connected with the office he held, in 
his Majesty’s name, while his Sovereign 
was in an incapable state. He would 
again repeat, that he challenged the most 
minute inquiry into those transactions. 
‘What he did on those occasions he did in 
concurrence and with the approbation of 
‘all ‘his ‘colleagues; and he would have 
acted ashe did, though ‘he had even dif- 
fered from every man amongthem. He 
would even go farther; and he would say, 
that acting conscientiously, So help him 
God, he‘could not have acted otherwise 
than he did. “Whatwas the nature ofthe 
crime imputed to him? Why this, that he 
had acted in obedience to his Majesty’s 
commands. He would askthe Noble Earl 
(Grey) what he would have thought of 
him, if he had refused to do su; and what 
Kind of crime he would impute to those 
who disobeyed his Majesty’s commands ? 
With respect to the accusation which had 
been made over and over again, as to the 
certain prospect of his Majesty’s speedy 
recovery, he would now repeat, what he 
had stated as often as the charge was pre- 
ferred, that he never held out any such 
hopes to the House. He stated fram him- 
self, as from a person ignorant of the me- 
dical profession, his confident expectations 
of his Majesty’s recovery within a reason- 
able time. This was a species of disorder 
as to which he had little confidence in the 


| opinions of physicians. Ifall the physi- 


ciang on earth were to tell him that his 


Majesty’s recovery would be speedy, the 
would not believe them. Upon the same 


Arete were they to declare that his 
ajesty’s recoyery would not be speedy, 
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he would: be. equally incredulous. The 
restoration of the Sovereign to the full 
exercise of his mental powers. depended 
upon other ,causes than mere medical 


aid, In the language of the Scriptures, if 


it was the pleasure of God that “ there 
« should be light’’ in the Royal mind, “ let 
“there be light.’ He would, however, 
undertake to assert, “ that there was a 
most material amendmentiu his Majesty ;”’ 
and having said this, he would say no 
more. 

Kant Grey said,—The Noble Baronhav- 
ing specifically applied to him at the com- 
mencement of his speech, im consequence 
of what had fallen from him in a former 
debate, it became necessary for him to re- 
pest what he had then said, It was not 

is disposition to prefer charges upon 
light grounds, or to retract them when 
made. In pursuing what he conceived to 
be his duty to his country, he would ar- 
raign the Noble and Learned Lord of a 
crime little short of treason. As the No- 
ble Lord had put a question to him, he 
would answer. it by another; and he 
would ask the Noble and Learned Lord, 
what ought to be the punishment of that 
man, who, when his Sovereign was in a 
state of proved incapacity, notoriously 
under medical care, and the necessary re- 
straint which his particular malady re- 
quired, should come down to that House, 
and declare there was no suspension of 
the Royal authority? What would he 
think of the person who, under these cir- 
cumstances, should put the Great Seal to 
acts in the name, and as if by the express 
command, of the Sovereign? Let the 
Noble and Learned Lord answer these 
questions if he could. The Noble Baron 
had endeavoured to explain his assertion 
ona former occasion, that, looking to his 
Majesty’s speedy recovery it wasimmate- 
rial towhat period the duration of the restric- 
tions was limited. The Noble Baron now 

found it, convenient to qualify that decla- 
ration. He wished to deal as severe as he 
could with the Learned Lord, but at the 
Same time, with a strict regard to justice. 
_ Whatever, therefore, the Noble Lord’s 
,practice might be in another court, and 
awhatever indifference he might there 
_Shew as to the judgment of medical per- 
sons, he would ask, whether he had not 
_ held out expectations to that House of his 
_Majesty’s speedy recovery, and stated, 
that those expectations were founded on 
_ the opinions of persons who’ were best 
" qualified to judge? 





Tse Lorp CHANcELtor to order. Ty, | 
Noble Lord, he trusted, would excuse hin, 
for the interruption he was giving him: 
but in justice to himself he must declare, 
that he never had held out expectations of 
his Majesty’s early or speedy recovery : 
but that, on the contrary, he doit 
pledging himself to any specific declara. 
tion on that point. 

Eart Grey resumed. He would again 
repeat and re-assert what he hai stated, 
He would maintain that the- Noble Lord 
had held out expectations of his Majesty’s 
speedy recovery. He was in the judg. 
ment of the House, whether he had not. 
The Noble Lord even went so far as to 
state that those expectations were founded 
upon the opinions of those very physi- 
cians, whom he Said this night he would 
not believe; ani the result was, that the 
House adjourned for a fortnight upon the 
faith of that declaration. (Hear, Hear !) 
He came next to a part of the Noble and 
Learned Lord’s speech, to which he 
should beg the pariicular attention of 
their Lordships ; he méant that in which 
he had stated, that, to his own knowledge, 
a very considerable amendment had taken 
place in his Majesty’s health. Upon 
this point he would take the liberty to ask 
the Noble Lord, whether in the course 
of a short conversation, He could have 
had an opportunity or the “means to 
form any opinion as to ~ the state ol 
his Majesty’s malady, which could be 
either satisfactory to his own min¢, 
or ought to have any weight with 
their Lordships ? He would ask him, 
whether he had founded his opinion in 
any degree upon the representations of the 
physicians, or was borne out by their au- 
thority in the statement their Lordships 
had just heard? Had the Noble Lord, 10 
the Course of his interview with his Ma- 
jesty, touched upon any of those subjects 
upon which particularly the delusion to 
which he was subject’ was said to prevail ! 
He was fully aware’ of the delicacy of 
touching upon this’ topic; but it was 4 
duty he owed ‘their lordships to endea- 
vour to prevent’ them from being led 
entertain false hopes respecting the state 
of his Majesty’s health by partial or un- 
founded representations. There was no 
body who had ever Visited any of those 
places appropriated for the reception of 
persons labouring under méntal infirmity, 
who did not well know, that in various 
instances the unhappy individuals preserv- 





ed évery appearance of intellectual sanity, 
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ftil questioned respecting, or reminded 
Ssome topic, upon which the derange- 
nt of their faculties particularly pre- 
led. Several cases of that description 
even lately, been published, and 

me of them upon high authority, in 
ich no trace of the latent disease could 
discovered, until the topic upon which 

ie malady turned happened to be touch- 
on. His object in adverting to these ctr- 
stances was to shew to their Lordships 
necessity of receiving such accounts 
had been given by the Noble Lord with 
trust, and of withholding credit from 
fem till they should be presented to them 
jpported by ‘complete and satisfactory 
Pidence. It was the duty of their Lord- 
ips to take care that the sceptre of the 
vereign, which was to be committed to 
pRegent, to be used in his name and on 
is bebulf, should not be withdrawn until 
Bis Majesty’s happy recovery should ena- 
He him to wield it himself, for the good of 
people, and keep it from fallimg mto 

her hands, by which it had, in other in- 
ances, been assumed and exercised. He 
usted, therefore, that When they should 
bme to that part of the Bill which was to 
rovide for the resamption of the royal 
thority, their Lordships would take par- 
cular cate upon'this point, as‘they must 
Bel it to: be their indubitable duty to do, 
e hoped they would consider it right 
jt to suffer any person to be included ‘in 
he Council which would have ‘to report 
fipon his Majesty’s recovery, who had 'in 
Urmer instances suffered this Majesty’s 
Mame to-be used in public acts, ata time 
when, according to what had lately 'tran- 
bpired, his Majesty was incapable ‘of ‘ex- 
bressing his pleasure respecting thei. 
t the same time ‘that they must feel it 
heir duty to’provide for the fulkand per- 
ect resumption of his authority by his 
flajesty, they were no less boand to take 
bare that'his'recdvery must be conrplete 
before such resumption. With respect'to 
he cohdact of the Noble and Learned Lord 
bn those former occasions to which he had 
lluded, ‘that Noble Lord had asserted his 
Ability to defend himself; and ‘though he 
Shoutd hot invite the investigation, was 
yet pot inclined to shrink from it. But 
this assertion was nothing but’a vain boast 
on the ‘part! of ‘the Nobie ‘Lord ; for, un- 
> nee’ pgs if the matter were brought 
orward, the Noble Lord would notbe able 
to shrink 4rom it. 


Notwithstanding what 
had fatien from the Noble*and “Learned | 
Lord, he-adhered to iris former statement : 


1 
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and felt it his duty here more explicitly 
to put their Lordships in possession of the 
cases to which he had before alluded. It 
was now inevidence before their Lordships, 
that, as well in 18Q1 as- 1804, the King’s 
name had been used to public acts, and 
the Royal authority exercised at a time 
when, according to the evidence, his Ma- 
jesty was incapable of exercising his Royal 
functions. His Majesty’s malady began 
about the 12th of February, 1501, and | 
continued fvithout remission till the be- 
ginningof March. ‘Their Lordships would 
recollect, that councils had been held and 
members sworn during that interval. The 
foreign relations of the country, too, had 
undergone a material change in that pe~ 
riod: Sweden, which had been our aliy, 
acceded tothe northern confederacy ; and 
even considerable expeditions had been 
sent out. Sabsequent to that date, too, 
about the 17th of March, another council 
wes ‘held and members sworn of it. Here 
he ‘must beg the attention of their Lord- 
ships to the circumstance, ‘that about the 
14th br 15th of Jane following his Majes- 
ty ‘had a-relapse, which, though it did not 
last long, required the aid of medical at- 
tendance. This had taken place in 180). 
In 1804 he had been a member of the 
other House, and from the anxiety felt by 
the Public upon the subject, considered it 
his duty to put a question to the Noble 
Viscount on the cross beuch (Sidmouth,) 
then a’member of the other House, re- 
specting the state of bis Majcsty’s heelth ; 
and though his Nobie Friend had at first 
endeavoured to evade the question, upm 
being pressed, he ended with seying, that 
‘there was no necessary suspension of the 
royal fanctions. To a similar question 
put'in that House, the Noble Lord upon 
the woolsack trad ‘returned a similar de- 
elaration. (No! no!) Certainly the Noble 
Earl opposite (Lord Liverpool) liad made 
such a declaration, and tiat thad after- 
‘wards been confirmed by the Noble Lord 
on the Woolsack, in that House. ‘Now, 
by referring to the evidence of ‘Dr. He- 
berden, their Lordships would find, that 
at that very period his Majesty had been 
ill, and continued in that state from the 
12th of Feb. 1804,°to the 23d of April ‘fol- 
‘lowing,’at which time ‘it was considered, 
that his Majesty was well enough to re- 
‘sume his reyal ‘authority. Within that 
interval, viz. on the 9th of Mareh, a-com- 
‘mission had been issued un/er his Majes~ 
‘ty’s Great Seal, forgiving the Royal as« 
‘sent to fifteen different ‘bills which ‘had 
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passed the two Houses. But still more,’ 


the Noble and Learned Lord had on the 
5th of March, an interview with his Ma- 
jesty, in consequence of which he felt him- 
self warranted in declaring that his Majes- 
ty’s intellects were unimpaired. But 
would the House consider such an inter- 
view, which may have taken place ata 
lucid interval, to outweigh the evidence 
upon oath of the physicians in attendance ? 
ould they not be convinced that it 
would be a direct breach of. the Constitu- 
tion for the highest officer in his Majesty’s 
service to venture under such circum- 
stances, even during a lucid interval, to 
take his Majesty’s pleasure upon high 
matters of State? He would put it evento 
the Noble Lord himself, whether, in the 
case of a private individual who continued 
from the 12th of February to the 23d of 
April in a state of lunacy, and might 
within that period have been induced by 
an attorney to make a will, that Noble 
Lord would consider such will valid ?>—If 
the transaction should be submitted to the 
Court of Chancery, what would be the 
feelings of the Court, what its reprobation 
of the conduct of the attorney ? No court 
in Westminster-hall, he would venture to 
say, would give countenance to such a 
proceeding : and yet their Lordships had 
in evidence before them, that whilst his 
Majesty was thusincapable, hisroyal name 
had been abused, and his sovereign autho- 
rity exercised ; and that at a time when the 
Noble Lord opposite had ventured to as- 
sert, and the Noble Lord upon the Wool- 
sack to back the assertion, that there was 
no necessary suspension of the Royal func- 
tions. The charge he made upon the 
Noble Lords before their Lordships, and in 
the face of the country ; and with such a 
transaction ia their view, he would ask 
the House, whether they would suffer this 
Bill to pass without making effectual pro- 
vision to prevent the recurrence of similar 
circumstances ; whether, -if they should 
omit to make such provision, they would 
form their duty to the public, whose 
interests they were bound solemnly to se- 


* cure and io protect. In the evidence of Dr. 


Reynolds, it appeared, that when the King 
removed to Kew in 1804, he had ceased to 
attend him, and for this reason, that it 
would have a better appearance to the pub- 
lic. It also was apparent, from the evi- 
dence, that his Majesty was then in such a 
state as to require medical attendance till 
October ; and he shonld also assert, and 


challenge the Noble Lord to deny the fact, 


out other satisfactory proof of his perfec 



















[24 
that Dr. Simmons and his attendants had 
the controul of his Majesty until the 1¢4 | 
of June. For his own part he would ney, 
consent to suffer a Lord Chancellor, a Lor | 
Keeper, or any man, or set of men, hoy. | 
ever great or distinguished, to possess then, | 
selves of the Royal authority, under such | 
circumstances, and exercise the function 
of the Sovereign: neither should he tay 
the statement of any man, however ex). © 
ed, as to the competence of his Majesty 
the personal exercise of his functions, with. 


re-establishment. He was sorry to trouble 
their Lordships at this length upon this 
delicate subject, but he was anxious t» 
state his sentiments upon it as soon after 
the Noble and Learned Lord as possible, 
The conduct of that Lord on the occasion FF 
to which he had called their Lordships F 
attention, seemed to him extraordinary 
and inexplicable, and to require some pro- 
vision to prevent a repetition of it, and par 
ticularly when they should come to the 
clause for securing the resumption of hi 
Royal power by his Majesty. | 
HE Lorp CHANCELLOR said, that he 
could net avoid stating his opinion, thatit 
was very unfair for Noble Lords tot: 
lect him individually from the whole of 
the persons who composed. the Gover 
ment in 1801 and 1804, and make himthe & 
constant object of their attacks. He though! 
those Noble Lords should, at the same ume, 
have done him the justice of stating, thi 
the course then adopted was from the opr 
nion of the administration generally, and 
not from his individual opinion. _ He fel 
pride in stating, that his opinion at thd 
time was supported and strengthened by 
the unanimous opinion of many great and 
honourable men, with whom be then acted 
He thought that he could satisfy any he 
nourable man of the propriety of his cot 
duct in 1801 and 1804, At all events he 
thought that it must be allowed that he had 
no private objects in view at the time, tha 
his using the Great Seal would product 
the immediate effect of depriving bi 
that place which had been the greatest 0 
ject of his ambition both to get and to fe 
tain. There were many illustrious pers™ 
present, who perfectly recollected the ¢™ 
cumstances of the case in 1804, ‘There 
was a noble Lord then present (54 
St. Vincent) who, no doubt, recollected 
how often the subject of his Majesty’ 
state of health was then brought befor § 
the consideration of the Cabinet. 
was not at that time resolved to bring f° 
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i the Royal Commission until the evi- 
ice of all the physicians had been given 
his Majesty was completely compe- 
ito exercise his Royal Authority. If 
t he had then done was supported by 
opinions of all the physicians, it did 
follow that he was now guilty of any 
fonsistency in saying that whatever the 
ort of physicians might be, he would 
consent to dethrone his Majesty upon 
report merely, if in his judgment 
conscience he believed that the King 
adequate to the discharge of his 

al functions. He must be permitted 
ate, that the great man who was then 
e head of the ‘administration (Mr. 

) had afterwards expressed some sur- 
fe, when he found that it had been his 
d resolution never to see his Majesty, 
any time, when he could be considered 


Mider the control of others, or before any 


isons who might be considered as exer- 
ing any control over him (Hear, hear !), 


interviews with his Majesty at that } 


» were always in the absence of such 
sons, and it was his firm conviction, 
; he was warranted in the course that 

then adopted. When he came down 

hat House, on the 9th of March, 1804, 

Noble Earl called upon him to consider 
jously the consequences of the proceed- 
ys going to be adopted. He then re- 
jd, that he was perfectly convinced of 

ir propriety ; and, however strange it 
fight appear, he could take upon himself 
say, that his Majesty on that-very day, 
POth of March, 1804, knew and under- 
pod the duty that he (the Lord Chan- 
lor) had to exercise, better than he did 
mself (Hear, hear!). Wnder such cir- 
mstances, it was impossible for him to 
ive pursued any course which would 
ve the effect of dethroning his Majesty. 
Kart Grey, in explanation, said, that 
p had felt it his duty to state his reasons, 
r thinking the provisions in the clause 
the resumption of the Royal authority 

i not afford to the country a sufficient 


surance of the restoration of his Majes- | 


s health, and’capability of discharging 
is Royal functions. It became. his 
bunden duty when he felt that the as- 

nce was not sufficient, to state to the 
ouse why he thought so. If he had dis- 
nctly charged the Noble and Learned 
ord (ihe Lord Chancellor) with the 
actions of 1804, if he had selected 


im from among his colle 
a was that the Constitution of this coun- 
always selects for responsibility the in- 


agues, the rea- 
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dividual Minister whe does any particular 
act. For any act, then, which was di- 
rectly within the province of the Lord . 
Chancellor, the Lord Chancellor alone 
was responsible; and it was upon this 
ground that he had singled him out from 
the rest of his colleagues upon a question 
of affixing the Great Seal. If ever the 
time should come when it might be 
thought necessary to call the serious at- 
tention of the House to the conduct of*the 
Noble and Learned Lord, the House must 
determine simply on the propriety of his 
conduct, and not upon the purity of his 
intentions, or the coincidence of other 
| people with his opinions. As to the state- 
ment of the Noble and Learned Lord 
about his never visiting his Majesty in the 
presence of persons under whose control 
he might be supposed to be, he would 
reply, that it appeared from the evidence, 
that from the 12th of February to the 23rd 
of April, and even so late as the 10th 
of June in that year, his Majesty had 
been attended by Dr. Simmons and 
his servant, who did exercise a control 
over the mind of his Majesty. He did not 
mean to say that this control was con- 
stantly exerted, or that those persons were 
present when the Sovereign was visited by 
the noble and learned lord, but there was 
a knowledge in the King’s mind that those 
persons were in attendance, and could be 
brought forward to control him whenever 
it might be judged necessary. If such 
were the circumstances of a former case, 
he would now call upon the Peers of Eng- 
pland to say whether the Royal authority 
should be so usurped on the present or 
any future occasion. The noble and 
learned Lord seemed well aware of the 
‘efficiency of appealing to the shade of 
Mr. Pitt; but the circumstances of the 
present times were totally different from 
those of 1788. Whatever might be his 
original opinions of the principle of the 
present Bill, his wish was now to render it 
as unobjectionable as it was possible to do. 
Tue Lory Cuanceior said, that if the 
noble lord (lord Grey) thought that he 
was responsible in a peculiar degree for 
what had taken place in 1804, he certain- 
ly was right to say that such was his opi- 
nion. But if any noble dord would say 
directly and expressly that he was re- 
sponsible in a peculiar degree, he would, 
in as strong language as could be used in 
a company of Gentlemen, assert that it 
was not true that he was ible more 
than the other Members of the Admini~ 





| stration. 
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Lorp Kine next rose, and after charg- 
ing the Lord C hancellor with having come 
down to that House, and affixed the Great 
Seal to 15 Acts in his Majesty’s name, in 
the month ‘of Mareh, 1804, when it ap- 

ared upon the solemn testimony of Dr. 
Heberden, that his Majesty was insane, 
moved to expunge from the list of the 
Queen’s Council, the name of John Lord 
Eldon. 

is was opposed by Lord Bucxinc- 
HAMSHrRE and Lord WESTMORELAND, and 
on a division the numbers were, 

Non-Contents . 

Contents .... 

Majority ..... 
Lord Eldon’s name. 

Thus stands the matter at present. 
Think of it well, reader, for ¢his is the 
most material point of all. There is no- 
thing belonging to the whole subject a 
thousandth part so important as this. We 
now get a sight of what was going on in 
1801 and 1804.——I beseech the reader 


to think well of it. 
W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 
January 29, 1811. 


139 gttttsy 
5 if Proxies included. 


85 ... against erasing 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Faance.—-Report of Capt. Duperre, com- 


manding the French Maritime Force at the 
Isle of France.—10th Sept. 1810, 


(Concluded from p. 224.) 


At half-past five the engagement began. 
In a short time the cables of the Minerve 
and Ceylon were cut by the shot. These 
two vessels drifted and went on shore with 
their broadsides towards me. Their fire 
was consequenily useless. The Bellone 
was the only vessel that presented her 
broadside tothe enemy. This unexpected 
occurrence gave him reason to expect the 
most signal advantage. The three frigates 
had their broadsides towards us. One of 
them only had got aground forward, and 
could not bring all her guns to bear upon 
us. In this situation the engagement con- 
tinued with indescribable ardour. The 
‘ superiority of our fire was soon perceived. 
At eight o'clock the Nereide was silenced. 
Shortiy after, the fire of the other fri- 
gates sensibly diminished, ‘and announc- 
ed, that ile under some disadvan- 
tage. Our » on the con » became 


more vigorous; and was nouri 
assistance in men, cord 
tion, which the Captain of the Minerve 


by the 
, and ammuni- 
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(ay 
continually sent on: board the Beljo:, 
—At half past ten I received a grape sy 
in the head, and was knocked off the dec 
into the waste. I was taken up in a sty | 
of stupefaction. Captain Bouvet of y, 
_Minerve, was apprized of what had take | 
place, and instantly went on board {i 
 Bellone.— At two o’clock an aid-de-¢; 
brought intelligence that @ man, why 
‘had escaped from the Nereide, state 
that she had struck on the preceding eve, 
| ing. We waited for day-light to reney 
the engagement.—When the sun rosoy 
_ English jack was still flying on board th 
Nereide; the Magicienne had her broad. 
side towards us; the Svyrius was a-hea 
and a-ground, and the Iphigenia was a 
the other side of the Nereide, only ablet) 
take a very small share inthe action. A feu 
shots were fired at the Nereide; and som 
after her flag was pulled down. It wa 
necessary to wait until the Magicienne hal 
surrendered to take possession of her, 
The boats would otherwise have bee 
too much exposed to a cross fire —The 
cannonade lasted until two o’clock, but 0 
our side only. The Magicienne, fron 
time to time, fired a few random shot, the 
last efforts, it would seem, of despair F 
Her boats had frequent communication J 
with the other frigates, from which it was 
clear that the enemy intended to abandon 
her.—Lieutenant Roussin was sent to take 
possession of the Nereide; he found her 
in a situation which it is impossible to 
describe. She had 100 killed or wounded 
on her deck ; Captain Willoughby was 
the number of the latter.—In the evening 
the Magicienne was perceived to be on fire 
We passed the night in observing the more 
ments of the enemy, in taking precautions 
against being set on fire, in clearing theNe- 
reide, and in getting rid of her dead.--On tht 
25th, in the morning, our fire was directed 
against the ‘Sirius; she returned it wilh 
her bow guns, but her position rende 
the contest too unequal to be suppor'é 
long, they soon began to quit her, as they 
had the Magitiane the evening betore; 
and she was perceived to be on fire " 
several places. At eleven o'clock the 
magazine blew up, and destroyed wha! 
there was of the Sirius.—On the 26th the 
Iphigenia was towed under the Isle of 
la Passe. The squadron was employ‘ 
in getting afloat; and in repairing 
damages. The Bellone a ae 
f towed in pursuit of the Iphigen 
blockaded by ah winds and our: vessels 





she remained at our mercy.—-On 



















(% 
Bel long », the French squadron which came 
Pe shy fl of Port Napoleon appeared.On the 


at day-break, an officer went on 
d the Iphigenia, with «summons to 


he dec 


1 2 State fi 

of rs and the fort to surrender. A nego- 
d taken ion was alse opened between the 
ard the ain-and the Commander of the French 
eC: ron.—At eleven o’clock the French 
hy whe was hoisted on board the fort and the 


ate. Captain Bouvet was seut to take 
session of the latter, and the garrison 
sent to the fort. All the prisoners 
> sent to Port Imperial,—These, Ge- 


Stated 
g even 
renew 


rOSG ay 
ard th al, are the particulars of the complete 
broad tory obtained under your eyes by the 
a-head ladron I -have the honour to command. 
aS op loss consisted of $7 killed and 112 
able ty inded, but most of them not danger- 
A ben iy. Ihave the honour, &c. 
; oe * G. V. .Durerre. 
Tt was 
ne bal AYN AND France.— General Count Suchet’s 
her PReport ‘to the ‘Prince of Neufchatel and 

bee | oo Mow relating to the Siege and ure 
—The tof Torrosa.— Dated at Tortosa, 4th 
ne January 1811. 

0 
Rew onseigneur.—In obedience to the or- 
spat of his-Majesty, the 8d Corps of the 
inthe ay of Spain,proceeded towards Tortosa, 
t wa tr the sieges of Lerida.and Mequinenza, 
als > first division blockaded the +éte-de- 
tale @ on the right bank; the second ad- 
+ her ed to the frontiers of Valencia, having 
rag ached a corps towards Terruel to keep 
ma fla Campa in check, and to cover Sara-. 
bad Msa.; the third division was.posted on 
ning Lower Ebro, to secure our supplies, the 
a bre aveyance of our artillery, and to observe 
nove e enemy's army in Catalonia.—General 
sia ruiat, of the Engineers, opened a road 
ails able -by carriages from Caspe and 
nthe equinenza, through thirty leagues of 
acted ntainous country, practicable before 
with y to mules and foot passengers.—Gen. 
ial ée, of the Artillery, after waiting a lon 
sid ne for the rise of the Ebro, succeeded, 
‘hie’ ith infinite labour, in collecting, by land 
pase! i water, his besieging artillery at Xerta, 
ay order that no delay might occur when 
ify yas nécessary for us to act, the troops 
shat af pein the blockade incessantly la- 
he red at the works preliminary to the 
as" ge. Your Highness is acquainted from 
yed y former reports with what vigour they 

i pulsed the sorties from the garrison. in 
tw ly and —On the 3ist.October, 
ni} 1 12th November, ‘General Chlopicky 
a Heated Villa Campa, in Arragon, taking 


the 


ans and a company of light artillery. 
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On the 19th November, General Habert 
took the position of Falset from O’Donnell’s 
troops, and made 300 of them prisoners. 
On the 26th of the same month, General 
Musnier defeated the Valencians at Vina- 


ros, and took 2,500 prisoners.—So soon as 


the army of Catalonia, on its return from 
Barcelona, had approached the Ebro to 
co-operate in the py: ek of the 3d corps, 
I marched towards Xerta, where my co- 
lumns were formed on the 14th December 
in the evening. I ordered 12 battalions 
to passon the 15thto theleftbank. While 
one party carried the position of the Col- 
de-l’Alba, the other extended itself in a 
half-circle, touching the Ebro both above 
and below the town. The whole of the ene- 
my were driven intoit on that evening, and 
the place was completely invested. From 
that. day nothing could enter or come out 
of it.—The artillery immediately esta- 
blished a flying bridge over the river, 
which is 360 yards wide in this place, 
for the purpose of opening a communica- 
tion between the two banks. The engi- 
neer Officers reconnoitered the approaches 
to the garrison; I fixed the camps, and 
made the necessary preparations to push 
with vigour and rapidity, the operations 
of a siege which had-been so long delayed. 
—QOn the 18th, I ordered the Commander 
of the Engineers and the head of my Staff, 
so to arrangethe whole line of our advanced 
posts, as to drive in the enemy’s parties, 
and even their centinels, which was ad- 
mirably executed. The i£17th on the 
right, and Harispe’s division on the left, 
had agg 4 occupied the reverse of the 
heights, before forts Tenezas and Orleans, 
and within 80 and 100 toises.of them. 
Under .cover of. these dispositions, on the 
19th, in the evening, the trenches were 
begun on the height of Orleans; but the 
soil was‘so very hard, that it could net be 
raised without the assistance of explosion. 
—On the night of the 2ist, under cover 
of a violent storm, and excessive darkness, 
2,000 workmen opened the first parallel 
in front of the bastions of St. Peter and 
St. John. The left, at the distance of 80 
toises, extended from the left bank of the 
river to the foot of the height of Orleans, 
tothe length of 250 toises. At the same 
time, a trench was opened on the right bank, 
-within 90.toises of the ¢éte-de-pont, for the 
purpose of erecting batteries intended to 
flank.the principal. attack.—-On the 22d, 
Frere’s division of the army of Catalonia, 
joined.the besieging army, 1 posted ita 
Jeague below.the town.on th to.ob- 
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wurde ib 
ing a battalion to watch the Col-d’Alba. 


° 


—It was impossible to display greater 


‘talents, courage, and activity, than was’ 


shewn by the Engineers, both officers 

and men, during the prosecution of the 

works. Henry, chief of battalion, who 

‘commanded the attack in the centre, car- 

‘ried it on with remarkable activity. On 

‘the night of the 17th, even before the bat- 

teries were established, the covered way 

was crowned ; an unexampled instance, I 

believe, in the history of ce | 

ficers of Engineers were killed and two 
‘wounded, either in the works, or in the 
sorties which the enemy frequently made 

to interrupt them.—-They came on the 

‘night of the 17th, 23d, 24th, and 26th, 
to attack our camps, and works, in co- 
lumnsof $ or 400 men. The grenadiers and 
troops that guarded the trenches repulsed 
‘them with the bayonet with great loss.— 
On the 28th, in the evening, after a vigor- 
ous discharge from all the batteries of the 
» about 2,000 men rashied upon all 


‘our points of attack, penetrated them for a 


‘moment on the left, and burned some ga- 
‘Bions of the lodgement on the covered 
re while they out-flanked in force the 


right on the height of Orleans,—-But Gene- 
Habert, quitting his camp with Gene- 
ral Bronikowsky and the companies of the 
elite of the 116th and 5th light, drove 
them within the walls; and General Abbé, 
who commanded in the trenches, with 
Colonel La Fosse, of the 44th, advanced 
against them over the trenches with crossed 
‘bayonets, overwhelmed ‘and killed a great 
number of them, and took several pri- 
“soners. ‘The ardour of the infantry could 
| be be exceeded by the perseverance 
_with which they worked.—The artillery, 
on their part, had surmounted excessive 
‘and continually increasing 
conveying the besieging artillery to the 
eh bank. The navigation of: 


. 
% 
a 


‘Tarragona and sea roads, detach-. 


Five of- | 


‘Gifficalties in. 


the front attacked. The bridge was cy B 
on the same day, and onthe next mon, 
ing was entirely broken; in consequeny 
of which the enemy was under the necy, 
sity of evacuating in the night the téte-d 
pont, of which we took possession, 0) 
the 30th the castle was the only pani 
the garrison from which a fire was kept, 
and.on the $list our fire beeame slack, x 
it was not answered. The parapets wen 
levelled, the embrazures not in a state? 
receive guns, and two breaches were con, 
menced near fort Orleans.—In the men 
time General Roguiat pursued his brillias 
career, completed the descent and pamg 
of the ditch, and to mine the 

of the body of the place.+—It was in thy 
state of things, that on the morning of the 
ist January a white flag was displayed 
from the castle, and immediately upon thi 
signal, hostilities having every when 
ceased, the ramparts were covered witht 
crowd of soldiers and of inhabitants. Tw 
officers with a flag of truce made theita 
pearance, and ‘were conducted to me: 
they communicated a letter'from the G+ | 
vernor, a had ap it to = 
proposals to me. ‘The! Adjutant 
-mandant, St. Cyr Nagués, the Chief of: 
‘staff, carried my answer to the town wi 
the basis of a capitulation, -He found # 
the Governor a weak man, surrounded by 
two or three Chiefs, who divided the # 
thority between them, and who demandd 
‘that they should be sent to. Tarragim 
Fupon their immediate surrender, or offer 
to surrender conditionally in 15 days! 
not relieved before the expiration of hi 
time: following up my instructions, 
jected every thing different from’ 
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a white were displayed at once; 


dered the firing to, be every where re- 
bled. At 2:0’clock every thing was 


idy for the assault ; I ordered a brigade | 
General: Harispe to be underarms in | 


great line of the trenches, and formed 
‘column the select companies of the 
ds of the trenches, to mount the 
ach.—Flags of truce made their ap- 
mrance a-new, but I forbad any one to 
‘received, except for the purpose of de- 
ring to our grenadiers, as the first dst 
binary, a gate of the town. They 
itated ; Ladvanced, followed by some 
nerals and other Officers, and Tordered 
draw-bridges to be let down. The 
Idiers obeyed me; I entered; I made 
m lay down their arms; I reproached 
Officers and the Governor for their 
induct the evening before. -The forts, 
Wetermined and surprised, adopted the 
irt of submission. I ordered the grena- 
ers to enter, and at four in the afternoon 
garrison of 8,000 men defiled as: pri- 
ners of war, deposited nine colours, of 
hich one was presented by King George 
the town of ‘Tortosa, and immediate 
ok the road to Saragossa, under a rags 
cort.—~After 18 days of siege, 13 
aches opened, and five of cannonade, 
are thus masters of the fortress of ‘Tor- 
sa, which delivers into the power of the 
mperor 177 pieces of artillery, 30,000 
ls or abs, 1,400,000. cartri 
,000 muskets, &e. I have the honour to 
smit to your Highness the different in- 
entories, with a view and plan of the 
n and of the attacks, the journal of tlie 
ge, and the documents furnished by the 


phiefs, which make the force of the garri- 


ne, that snatched 


Ba 


on, inclu i y the hospitals, amount to 
000 men, of whom 392 are officers ; in 
hat number is a battalion of artillery of 
he marine, which was two yearsat Brest; 
ind the officers of which have declared to 


. Heap see whi 
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/ Spain Aw Fiance, —Repott of M. Re 


GUIAT, commanding. the Engineers.at the 
Siege of Tortosa.—4th Jan. 181 1l—To 


_ the Prince of Wagram. 


Ihave the honour to transmit to your 
Highnessthe Journal of theSiege of Tortosa, 
Your Highness will see from it,‘ that, in 
13 days after opening the trenches we 
have reduced @ very strong fortress, de- 
fended by a garrison of 9,000:men, and 
177 pieces of cannon. The enemy de- 
| fended himself to the last extremity ; the 
covered way was crowned without the ai 
of artillery on the 7th night of the trenches 
being opened ; the ditch was passed and 
the miners set to work on the 12th night; 
circumstances never before exemplified in 
any siege.—-The engineers have served 
with enthusiasm. I have had five killed, 
and a greater number wounded, all ex- 
cellent officers.. The Generalin. Chief, 
Count Suchet, solicits rewards for the offi- 
cers and corps of engineers. I have to 
beg your Highness te give them. your fa- 
} vodrable attention, in order that his Ma. 
jesty may deigt? to grant those rewards, 


which they have. merited at the expence 
of their blood, and by their zeal for the 
Emperor. .. oa 


Spain anp France.—<State of the French 
Armies in Spain ; and Account of their 
proceedings,—-Pariz, 19 Jan. 1811. 

EI ; 

. Sreez or Canis The Duke of Belluno, 
desirous of having the whole of his flotilla 
united in the canal of the Trocadero, where 
would oily be between 5 and 600 toises 
from the isthmus which joins Cadiz to the 
continent, had already caused the flotilla 
t0 be conveyed from San Lucar as far as 
Rote ‘and ‘Port St. Mary’s. Several glo- 
tious getions had been sustained by this 
flotilla, but the most difficult remained. to 


r j:be undertaken. Jt was necessary te pase 
om- | within 300 toises of the fort of es, 
Lp J atl 


ato : floating ng batteries and the enemy’s gun- 


the isthmus of Cadiz, and 


by @ ntmerous’ groupe ol 


oats. - It was, therefore, to be feared that 





nthatthe | the French flotilla would suffer ¢ousi- 


‘derably in attempting to -double Point 
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December all the boats belonging to the 
flotilla were in the Trocadero. ‘That in- 
stant our fire opened. Red-hot balls and 
shells were discharged against the town. 
We succeeded in throwing bomb-shells of 
twelye pounds to the distance of 2050 
toises, and howitzer-sbells of 8 poundsas far 
as 2150 toises. Considerable uproar pre* 
vails in Cadiz; they are in great agitation 
there; the gates are shut, and it is only 
with the greatest precautions that any 
communication is kept up with the suburbs. 
The scarcity in Cadiz is extreme, and the 
yellow fever makes great ravages.—Fortu- 
nately the French armies of Andalusia, 
Granada, and Murcia are in the best state 
of health, The sick who were sent to the 
hospitals, owing to the effects of the great 
heats, are recovered. The greatest tran- 
guillity prevails in the districtof the army 
of the south. Travelling goes on there as 
in Franee, without any kind of escort. 
The army enjoys the greatest abundance 
of every thing.—Army oF Granapa.— 
General Sebastiani has broken ground be- 
fore Marbella. Since the success which 
he abtained over Blake, all the bands of 
Murcia are dispersed. 


If. 


Castite.—Order and tranquillity pre- 


vail moreand more in the provinces of Ma- 
drid, Toledo, Avila, Segovia, &c. The 
moveable columns render the greatest ser- 
vices, and incessantly pursue the Guerillas, 
and bands of brigands, whose numbers are 
daily diminishing.—General Lahoussaye 
being charged to clear the provinces of 
Cuenca, entered that city on the 14th. 
The bands endeavoured to defend it, but 
~ were defeated at the first charge, 
with the loss of 200. men killed, an equal 
number of prisoners, and one piece of 
cannon. The remainder dispersed, and 
made the best of their way for the pro- 
vince of Valencia.—General Lorge main- 
tains order on the north side of the Sierra 
Morena. One hundred and fiftymen belong- 
ing to Ganido’s band had taken. shelter in 
Villa Franca D’ Avila, where they intended 
to;pass the night. A detachment of the 
42th light infantry surprised them before 
day-break on the Oth. Twenty of these 
wretches were killed, and.12 of their 
horses taken. The rest fled half.naked, 
and abandoning their,arms and baggage. 


=<. 
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District or THE ARMY IN THE Nogn 
—The Duke of Istria has arrived to t,}, 
the command of the army of the nor); 
Spain. This Marshal is extremely },. 
loved in all these provinces, where |, 
commanded in 1808.—AstuRias.—Gepp. 
ral Bonnet occupies the Asturias with hj 
corps.—-On the 29th of November, in th, 
morning, the insurgents marched forward 
to attack the advanced guard of Genen| 
Bonnet, commanded by General Val. 
taux. The reconnoitering parties fell iy 
with the enemy on the roads of Mirani 
and Belmonte. General Valletaux imme. 
diately made his dispositions, placing the 
Commandant Andreossi in the center, 
with eight companies, and proceeding 
himself in person to Fresno with a batt 
lion of the 118th. The enemy soon came 
in sight to the number of 6,000, covering 
all the summits of the mountain. A brisk 
fire of musketry commenced. The insur 
gents being superior in numbers, directed 
considerable masses towards the center, 
which they hoped to penetrate. ‘They 
had even succeeded in gaining a few toises 
of ground, when the Commandant Leo- 
nand, with some reinforcements, reached 
the position of Valletaux, who ayailed 
himself of this event to detach two compi 
nies of the 118th to turn the enemy’s lel. 
This manceuyre struck them with such 
terror that they fell back; the center soon 
resumed its positions ;, a, charge was beatet 
at all points; and the epemy’s ranks be: 
ing every where broke in upon, they 
were compelled to give way to the i 
petuosity ofour heroes, who pursued them 
as far as Belmonte and Miranda, the roads 
leading to which places were covered with 
the slain—This affair, in which 1,50 
Frenchmen. defeated 6,000 insurgen's 


Mloes great honour te General Valletaus.— 


In the government of Valladolid, that o! 
Burgos, and that of Biscay, there is 
where any considerable body . of insu 
gents. A few bands conceal themsely¢! 
in. the rocks, to seize upon solitary . pa 
sengers. They are, frequently dispertt! 
by our jpatweles,, ond shew amber dail) 


diminishes. 
(To, be continued.) 
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